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IN THE CLAIMS 

The status of the claims as presently amended is as follows: 
1. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus for forming image of an original on a 
sheet, comprising: 



a memor y unit for 9tor i nc rt hat stores priorities between a plurality of sheet types other 
than sheet sizes and for storing stores sheet sizes and sheet types other than sheet sizes in 
association with said plurality of feeders;-aod 

a selector for s e l e cting that selects one of said plurality of feeders to be used for a sheet 
feeding operation in accordance with at least one of t he sheet sizes, the sheet types other than 
sheet sizes, aodor the priorities stored in said memory unit: and 

a controller that controls the feeder selecting operation of said selector. 

wherein said controller is operable to inhibit said selector from selecting another feeder 
that contains sheets of a sheet size different from a sheet size of sheets of the selected feeder- 
after selecting the one feeder, in both a first case where the another feeder contains sheets of a 
sheet type different from a sheet type of sheets of the selected feeder based on at least the 
priorities stored in said memory unit, and a second case where the another feeder contains 
sheets of a same sheet type as the sheet type of the sheets of the selected feeder based on at 
least the sheet types stored in said memory unit . 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to claim 1 , further comprising 
an operating section through which a user carries out various settings related to the image 
forming apparatus, and wherein the sheet types other than sheet sizes stored in said memory 
unit are set through said operating section. 

4. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to claim 1 f further comprising 
an operating section through which a user carries out various settings related to the image 
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forming apparatus, and wherein the priorities stored in said memor y unit are set through said 
operating section. 

5. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to claim 1 » further comprising a 
detector for detecting a size of an original, and wherein said selector selects one of said plurality 
of feeders to be used lor the sheet feeding operation in accordance with the size of the original 
detected by said detector, the sheet sizes, the sheet types other than sheet sizes, aftdgr the 
priorities stored in said memor y unit . 

6. (Previously presented) An image forming apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said 
selector carries out selection of one of said plurality of feeders upon start of an image forming 
operation by said image forming apparatus. 

7. (Previously presented) An image forming apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said 
selector carries out selection of one of said plurality of feeders when a feeder being used has 
run short of sheets during an image forming operation by said image forming apparatus. 

8. (Original) An image forming apparatus according to claim 7, wherein said selector selects a 
feeder that contains sheets of the same type as the type of the sheet contained in the feeder 
which has run short of sheets. 

9-11. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus including a 
plurality of feeders for food i na t hat feed sheets and for forming images of orig i nals on shoots an 
image forming unit, the method comprising; 

a first step of storing sheet sizes in a memory unit in association with said plurality of 
feeders; 

a second step of storing sheet types other than sheet sizes in said memory unit in 
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association with said plurality of feeders; 

a third step of storing priorities between the sheet types other than sheet sizes in sard 
memory unit ;-and 

a fourth step of selecting one of said plurality of feeders to be used for a sheet feeding 
operation in accordance with at least one of t he sheet sizes, the sheet types other than sheet 
sizes, andor the priorities stored in said memor y unit: and 

a fifth step of inhibiting a selection of another feeder that contains sheets of a sheet size 
different from a sheet size of sheets of the selected feeder, after selecting the one feeder, in 
both a first case where the another feeder contains sheets of a sheet type different from a sheet 
type of sheets of the selected feeder based on at least the priorities stored in said memory unit, 
and a second case where the another feeder contains sheets of a same sheet type as the sheet 
type of the sheets of the selected feeder based on at least the sheet types stored in said 
memory unit . 

1 3. (Previously presented) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to 
claim 12, wherein said image forming apparatus includes an operating section through which a 
user carries out various settings related to the image forming apparatus, the sheet types other 
than sheet sizes stored in said second step being set through said operating section. 

14. (Previously presented) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to 
claim 12, wherein said image forming apparatus includes an operating section on which a user 
carries out various settings related to the image forming apparatus, the priorities stored in said 
third step being set through said operating section. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to 
claim 1 2, further comprising a fifthsixth step of detecting a size of an original, and wherein said 
fourth step comprises selecting one of said plurality of feeders to be used for the sheet feeding 
operation in accordance with the size of the original detected in said fifth step, the sheet sizes 
stored in said first step, the sheet types other than sheet sizes stored in said second step, andgr 
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the priorities stored in said third step. 

16. (Previously presented} A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to 
claim 12, wherein said fourth step comprises carrying out selection of one of said plurality of 
feeders upon start of an image forming operation by said image forming apparatus. 

17. (Previously presented) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to 
claim 12, wherein said fourth step comprises carrying out selection of one of said plurality of 
feeders when a feeder being used has run short of sheets during an image forming operation by 
said image forming apparatus. 

18. (Previously presented) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to 
claim 17, wherein said fourth step comprises selecting a feeder that contains sheets of the 
same type as the type of the sheet contained in the feeder which has run short of sheets. 

19-21. (Canceled) 

22. (Currently Amended) A storage medium storing a control program for controlling an image 
forming apparatus including a plurality of feeders for f e edinq that feed sheets and for form i ng 
i maqo3 of orig i nate on shccta an image forming unit, the storage medium being readable by the 
image forming apparatus, the control program comprising: 

a first code for storing sheet sizes in a memory unit in association with said plurality of 
feeders; 

a second code for storing sheet types other than sheet sizes in said memory unit in 
association with said plurality of feeders; 

a third code for storing priorities between the sheet types other than sheet sizes in said 
memor y unit i-and 

a fourth code for selecting one of said plurality of feeders to be used for a sheet feeding 
operation in accordance with at least one of t he sheet sizes, the sheet types other than sheet 
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sizes, aftdor the priorities stored in said memor y unit; and 

a fifth code for inhibiting a selection of another feeder that contains sheets of a sheet 
size different from a sheet size of sheets of the selected feeder, after selecting the one feeder, 
in both a first case where the another feeder contains sheets of a sheet type different from a 
sheet type of sheets of the selected feeder based on at least the priorities stored in said 
memory unit, and a second case where the another feeder contains sheets of a same sheet 
type as the sheet type of the sheets of the selected feeder based on at least the sheet types 
stored in said memory unit . 

23. (Canceled) 

24. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus for form i ng an i mage of an orig i na l on a 
eheetrcomprising: 

an image forming unit: 

a plurality of feeders for fced i ng t hat contain sheets; 

a memory for stor i ng unit that stores data related to sheet types other than sheet sizes in 
association with the feeders; 

a selector for 3 e lecting that selects one of said plurality of feeders in accordance with the 
data related to sheet types other than sheet sizes stored in said memor y unit ;-and 

an operation pan e l for des i gnat i ng a d e signation al l owing a ch a ng e to the feeder that 
f ee ds a d i ff e r e nt typo shoot in a case whoro tho ae l octcd foodor has run out of shoots during an 
image form i ng operation, 

a setting unit that performs a predetermined setting: and 

a controller that controls a feeder selecting operation of said selector. 

wherein said selector selects one of said plura l ity of fe e ders in accordance with th e 
d e s i gnat i on of said oporation panol another feeder that contains sheets of a same type as a 
sheet type of sheets of the selected feeder, based on the data related to sheet types stored in 
said memory unit when the selected feeder has run short of sheets during an image forming 
operation, and 
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wherein said controller is operable, when the predetermined setting is performed bv said 
setting unit, to permit said selector to select another feeder that contains sheets of a different 
type from a sheet type of the sheets of the selected feeder when the selected feeder has run 
short of sheets during an image forming operation and there is no other feeder that contains 
sheets of the same type as the sheet type of the sheets of the selected feeder . 

25. {Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus for form i ng an i mago on a sh ee t, 
comprising; 

a plurality of feeders for f e ed i ng that contain sheets; 

a memory for storina unit that stores at least one of first data related to priorities between 
a plurality of sheet types other than sheet sizes and for otoring second data related to sheet 
types other than sheet sizes in association with said plurality of feeders;-aftd 

a selector for 3c l oct i ng t hat selects one of said plurality of feeders to be u se d for a sh e et 
fooding operat i on in accordance w i th th e shoot typ e s and the pr i or i t i es and based on at least 
one of the first data or the second data stored in said memory unit: and 

a controller that controls a feeder selecting operation of said selector. 

wherein said controller is operable to inhibit said selector from selecting another feeder 
that contains sheets of a sheet size different from a sheet size of sheets of the selected feeder, 
after selecting the one feeder, in both a first case where the another feeder contains sheets of a 
sheet type different from a sheet type of sheets of the selected feeder based on at least the first 
data, and a second case where the another feeder contains sheets of a same sheet type as the 
sheet type of the sheets of the selected feeder based on at least the second data . 

26. {Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus for form i ng an i mage on a shoot, 
comprising: 

q plura li ty of feeders for food i ng shoots; 

a memory for stor i ng shoot types oth e r than she e t siz e s in assoc i ation w i th the f ee d e rs; 

and 

q ooloctor for selecting ono of sa i d p l urality of f ee ders in ocoordanco with the shoot 
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types 3torod i n 3a i d m e mory, 

where i n said s e l e ctor so t octo ono of 3Q i d pkirQl i ty of"feedor& -i n - QccordQnco with a 
designat i on al l ow i ng a change to the feeder that focdo a d i ff e r e nt type ohoct in a caoc where 
the se l ected foodor has run out of sheets - during an image form i ng operation 

a plurality of sheet storage units that store sheets, including at least a first storage unit 
for storing sheets of a first size and a first type, and a second storage unit; 

an image forming unit that performs an image forming operation by using at least one of 
said plurality of storage units: 

an operation selector that selects one of a first operation or a second operation: and 

a controller that controls use of said plurality of sheet storage units based on the one of 
the first operation or the second operation selected by said operation selector. 

wherein said controller is operable, when the first operation is selected, to inhibit use of 
said second storage unit after said first storage unit has been used, when said second storage 
unit is for storing sheets of a second type but stores sheets of the first size, and operable, when 
the second operation is selected, to permit use of said second storage unit after said first 
storage unit has been used, when said second storage unit is for storing sheets of the second 
tvoe but stores sheets of the first size . 

27. (Canceled) 

28. (Previously Presented) An image forming apparatus for forming an image on a sheet, 
comprising: 

a plurality of feeders for feeding sheets; 

a memory for storing sheet types other than sheet sizes in association with the feeders; 

and 

a selector for selecting one of said plurality of feeders in accordance with the sheet 
types stored in said memory, 

wherein said selector selects one of said plurality of feeders in accordance with a 
designation allowing a change to the feeder that feeds a different type sheet in a case where 

9 
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the selected feeder has run out of sheets during an image forming operation, 

wherein said selector selects the feeder containing the sheets of a first type in a case 
where the designation is not designated, and wherein said selector selects among the feeder 
containing the sheets of the first type and the feeder containing sheets of a second type in a 
case where the designation is designated. 

29. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus for form i ng an imago on a sh e et, 
comprising: 

a p l ura l ity of f e eders for f e ed i ng sh ee ts; 

a m e mory for 3toring shoot s i zes and shoot typ e s i n assoc i ation w i th th e feeders; 

a se l octor for oolooting ono of sa i d p l urality of foodora i n accordance w i th tho shoot s i z e s 
and th e sh e et types stor e d i n sa i d m e mory; and 

an op e ration pane l for designating a designat i on a ll owing a chang e to tho foodor that 
f ee ds a diff e r e nt typ e sh ee t in a ca s e wh e r e the se l ected feed e r has run short of shoots during 
an i mage form i ng operat i on, 

wherein said selector oo l octo on e of 3aid p l urality of foodoro in accordance w i th tho 
d e signat i on of sa i d op er ati on pan el 

a plurality of storage units that store sheets, including at least a first storage unit for 
storing sheets of a first size and a first type, and a second storage unit: 

an image forming unit that performs an image forming operation by using at least one of 
said plurality of storage units: and 

a controller that controls use of said plurality of sheet storage units. 

wherein said controller permits use of said second storage unit after said first storage 
unit has been used, when said second storage unit stores sheets of the first size and the first 
type, and inhibits use of said second storage unit after said first storage unit has been used, in 
both a first case where said second storage unit stores sheets of the first size and a second 
type, and a second case where said second storage unit stores sheets of a second size and the 
first type . 
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30. (Previously Presented) An image forming apparatus for forming an image on a sheet 
comprising: 

a plurality of feeders for feeding sheets; 

a memory for storing sheet sizes and sheet types in association with the feeders; and 
a selector for selecting one of said plurality of feeders in accordance with the sheet sizes 
and the sheet types stored in said memory, 

wherein, when the selected feeder runs short of sheets in a case where a designation 
allowing a change to the feeder that feeds a different type sheet is designated, said selector 
selects the other feeder that contains sheets of the same size and a sheet type different from 
the sheet type of sheets that have been fed until then, if there is no feeder that contains sheets 
of the same size and the same type as the sheet size and the sheet type of sheets that have 
been fed until then. 

31. (Previously Presented) An image forming apparatus according to claim 30, wherein, when 
the selected feeder runs short of sheets in a case where said designation is not designated, a 
feeding operation of said plurality of feeders is stopped, if there is no feeder that contains 
sheets of the same size and the same type as the sheet size and the sheet type of sheets that 
have been fed until then. 

32. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to claim 31, wherein a 
message indicating a sheet exhaustion is displayed on [[saidllan operation panel when the 
feeding operation of said plurality of feeders is stopped. 

33. (Previously Presented) An image forming apparatus according to claim 30, wherein, when 
the selected feeder runs short of sheets, said selector selects the other feeder that contains 
sheets of the same size and the same type as the sheet size and the sheet type of sheets that 
have been fed until then. 

34. (Previously Presented) An image forming apparatus according to claim 30, further 
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comprising an operation panel for designating the designation allowing a change to the feeder 
that feeds a different type sheet in a case where the selected feeder has run short of sheets 
during an image forming operation. 

35. (Ateiy) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus having an image forming unit, 
and a plurality of feeders that contain sheets, comprising: 

causing said image forming apparatus to select one of said plurality of contain units in 
accordance with data related to sheet types other than sheet sizes stored in association with 
said plurality of feeders; 

causing said image forming apparatus to select another feeder that contains sheets of a 
same type as a sheet type of sheets of the selected feeder, based on the data related to sheet 
types when the selected feeder has run short of sheets during an image forming operation; and 

permitting said image forming apparatus to select another feeder that contains sheets of 
a different type from a sheet type of the sheets of the selected feeder when the selected feeder 
has run short of sheets during an image forming operation and there is no other feeder that 
contains sheets of the same type as the sheet type of the sheets of the selected feeder, when a 
predetermined setting is performed. 

36. (New) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus having an image forming unit, 
and a plurality of feeders that contain sheets, comprising the steps of: 

causing said image forming apparatus to select one of sard plurality of feeders based on 
at least one of first data related to priorities between a plurality of sheet types other than sheet 
sizes or second data related to sheet types other than sheet sizes, the first data and the second 
date being stored in association with said plurality of feeders; and 

inhibiting selection of another feeder that contains sheets of a sheet size different from a 
sheet size of sheets of the selected feeder, after selecting the one feeder, in both a first case 
where the another feeder contains sheets of a sheet type different from a sheet type of sheets 
of the selected feeder and the selection is based on at least the first data, and a second case 
where the another feeder contains sheets of a same sheet type as the sheet type of the sheets 
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of the selected feeder and the selection is based on at least the second data. 

37. (New) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus a plurality of sheet storage units 
that store sheets, including at least a first storage unit for storing sheets of a first size and a first 
type, and a second storage unit, and an image forming unit that performs an image forming 
operation by using at least one of said plurality of storage units, comprising the steps of: 

selecting one of a first operation or a second operation; 

inhibiting use of said second storage unit after said first storage unit has been used 
when said second storage unit is for storing sheets of a second type but stores sheets of the 
first size, when the first operation is selected; and 

permitting use of said second storage unit after said first storage unit has been used, 
when said second storage unit is for storing sheets of the second type but stores sheets of the 
first size, when the second operation is selected. 

38. (New) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus having a plurality of storage 
units that store sheets, including at least a first storage unit for storing sheets of a first size and 
a first type, and a second storage unit, and an image forming unit that performs an image 
forming operation by using at least one of said plurality of storage units, comprising the steps of: 

permitting use of said second storage unit after said first storage unit has been used, 
when said second storage unit stores sheets of the first size and the first type; and 

inhibiting use of said second storage unit after said first storage unit has been used, in 
both a first case where said second storage unit stores sheets of the first size and a second 
type, and a second case where said second storage unit stores sheets of a second size and the 
first type. 

39. (New) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to claim 35, wherein: 

said image forming apparatus is connected to a host computer and includes a scanner 
unit and a user interface unit; 

said image forming unit is for performing an image forming operation based on at least 
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one of data from said scanner unit or data from said host computer; and 

said image forming apparatus is for performing an operation based on at least an 
instruction input via said user interface unit of said image forming apparatus. 

40. (New) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to claim 35, wherein: 

said image forming apparatus is connected to a host computer having a user interface 
unit and includes a scanner unit; 

said image forming unit is for performing an image forming operation based on at least 
one of data from said scanner unit or data from said host computer; and 

said image forming apparatus is for performing an operation based on at least an 
instruction input via said user interface unit of said host computer. 

41 . (New) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to claim 36, wherein: 

said image forming apparatus is connected to a host computer and includes a scanner 
unit and a user interface unit; 

said image forming unit is for performing an image forming operation based on at least 
one of data from said scanner unit or data from said host computer; and 

said image forming apparatus is for performing an operation based on at least an 
instruction input via said user interface unit of said image forming apparatus. 

42. (New) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to claim 36, wherein: 

said image forming apparatus is connected to a host computer having a user interface 
unit and includes a scanner unit; 

said image forming unit is for performing an image forming operation based on at least 
one of data from said scanner unit or data from said host computer; and 

said image forming apparatus is for performing an operation based on at least an 
instruction input via said user interface unit of said host computer. 

43. (New) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to claim 37, wherein: 
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said image forming apparatus is connected to a host computer and includes a scanner 
unit and a user interface unit; 

said image forming unit is for performing an image forming operation based on at least 
one of data from said scanner unit or data from said host computer; and 

said image forming apparatus is for performing an operation based on at least an 
instruction input via said user interface unit of said image forming apparatus. 

44. (New) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to claim 37, wherein: 

said image forming apparatus is connected to a host computer having a user interface 
unit and includes a scanner unit; 

said image forming unit is for performing an image forming operation based on at least 
one of data from said scanner unit or data from said host computer; and 

said image forming apparatus is for performing an operation based on at least an 
instruction input via said user interface unit of said host computer. 

45. (New) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to claim 38, wherein: 

said image forming apparatus is connected to a host computer and includes a scanner 
unit and a user interface unit; 

said image forming unit is for performing an image forming operation based on at least 
one of data from said scanner unit or data from said host computer; and 

said image forming apparatus is for performing an operation based on at least an 
instruction input via said user interface unit of said image forming apparatus. 

46. (New) A method of controlling an image forming apparatus according to claim 38, wherein: 

said image forming apparatus is connected to a host computer having a user interface 
unit and includes a scanner unit; 

said image forming unit is for performing an image forming operation based on at least 
one of data from said scanner unit or data from said host computer; and 

said image forming apparatus is for performing an operation based on at least an 
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instruction input via said user interface unit of said host computer. 
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